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The Institute for the Study of Human 
Knowledge is able to offer the following titles 
to university libraries, free of charge, thanks 
to a grant from the Will J. Reid Foundation.

The Assemblies of Al-Hariri 
retold by Amina Shah 
The Assemblies has been regarded for eight centuries as 
the greatest treasure in Arabic literature after the Koran. It 
is the inner thread of this amazing book which makes it a 
world classic: the tales and events mirror the antics of the 
human mind in its way through life. The last chapter where 
the ‘rascal,’ after all his experiences, settles down to a 
devout Sufi life, gives the clue to this fascinating textbook of 
traditional psychology

ISBN  0 900860 86 3           Hardbound   267 pages

Cultural Encounters: Essays on diverse 
cultures now and in the past 
Edited by Robert Cecil and David Wade
These essays in cross-cultural and interdisciplinary studies 
each bring a view of an aspect of cultural activity by a man 
or woman possessing exceptional insight into his or her own 
field. Together they form a pattern which adds value to our 
understanding of what human culture means.
ISBN 0 86304 050 0           Hardbound   241 pages

Cultural Research
Papers by and for The Institute for Cultural Research on 
regional cultures and culture-mixing, which help illustrate 
the urgency of the need to learn about conflicts in other 
cultures — conflicts our own culture has often helped to 
bring about — and can help us to understand our own 
society and perhaps throw light upon what we have lost.
ISBN 0 86304 064 0              Hardbound 288 pages
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Tales from the Bazaars
by Amina Shah  
A treasury of stories from Central Asia and India, Arabia, 
Europe and the Americas, Tales from the Bazaars is a rich 
blend of traditional folklore from one of the most respected 
storytellers of our time.

ISBN 0 863040 84 5  Hardbound   450 pages

My Khyber Marriage
by Morag Murray Abdullah  
World War I was raging in Europe when young Scottswoman 
Morag Murray met and fell in love with the handsome son of a 
Pathan chieftain. This is her own remarkable story, full of romance 
and adventure.

Overcoming the resistance of both their families, they married, 
eventually settling in the prince’s Khyber homeland.

Though far from the familiar routine of life in Edinburgh, Morag’s 
heart is soon won by the hospitality of her husband’s family 
and friends, their rich traditions, and the intrigue of a way of life 
unchanged for centuries.

She describes her adventures in exquisite detail: the luxurious 
spa-like treatment in preparation for her marriage; a fairy-tale 
wedding with thousands of gift-bearing guests spread out for 
miles in a city of tents; defending a fort with her sisters-in-law 
during a raid by a rival tribe.

Murray leaves the reader sharing her deep affection for her husband’s 
country, its people and culture. And her openness, curiosity, and zest 
for life are inspirational. She enters her new world with energy and 
respect -- even managing to plot a marriage of love for her sister-in-
law that ends hostilities between two rival clans.

My mother-in-law’s veils, jumpers and trousers were all so lovely ... 
I closed my eyes and put my hand on one at random. It proved to 
be blue, a gauzy dreamy sapphire blue, with mauve veil and gold 
trousers shot with sapphire blue, and a sapphire-blue jumper. The 
light made the sequins twinkle like stars. My mother-in-law was in 
pink with embroideries in black and gold ...
Just then I thought my mother-in-law a strange mixture of bravery 
and appealing femininity. She looked almost fragile as she stood 
silhouetted against the wall of the fort, yet one could have imagined 
her holding the fort with eye and hand steady as any man.
—From My Khyber Marriage © 1990 by Octagon Press

ISBN 0 86304 055 1  Hardbound   272 pages


